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Summary: "This volume is the most comprehensive overview of the death penalty in America that has been
published this century. Acker gives us a thorough overview of the issues involved, combining factual data with
unbiased analysis. Undoubtedly the book will be widely adopted in a wide array of death penalty courses."
Michael L. Radelet, Sociology, University of Colorado "Questioning Capital Punishment is, hands down, the best
available resource for getting students to think about the hard questions surrounding America''s death penalty.
By presenting excerpts of U.S. Supreme Court decisions, among other materials, James Acker''s book highlights
all the major issues--from jury selection to execution, and from arbitrariness to deterrence to race--
surrounding the administration of capital punishment. The questions Professor Acker poses--the product of
decades of his own thinking about these issues--are sure to engage students in the classroom." John Bessler,
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