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Degeneration: Being a Hearing on the Bill (H R. 16733) To Establish a Laboratory for the Study of the Criminal,
Pauper, and Defective Classes The subcommittee met at 10.30 a. m. The Chairman (Mr. Sterling). Arthur
MacDonald is present to give a hearing on bill H. R. 16733, to establish a laboratory for the study of the criminal,
pauper, and defective classes. This bill was introduced by me and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
The chairman (Mr. Jenkins) referred it to this subcommittee. The bill is as follows: [H. R. 16733, Sixtieth Congress,
first session.] A Bill To establish a laboratory for the study of the criminal, pauper, and defective classes. Be it
enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That there shall be established at Washington, in the District of Columbia, a laboratory for the study of the
abnormal classes, and the work shall include not only laboratory investigations, but also the collection of
sociological and pathological data, especially such as may be found in institutions for the criminal, pauper, and
defective classes, and generally in hospitals and other institutions; said laboratory and work shall be in charge
of a director, who shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. He
shall make a report once a year, which shall be published. For the proper equipment of and carrying on the
work of said laboratory, with the rental of suitable rooms, there shall be provided instruments of precision,
books, and periodicals. That the director, if necessary for the...
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