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Harold Clurman wrote to his cousin, Aaron Copland: "So you're back in N.Y.ready to defend your country in her
hour of need with lectures, books, symphonies!" Copland would be one of many classical composers deeply
involved in the arts as part of the war eAort. Marc Blitzstein, Elliott Carter, Henry Cowell, Roy Harris, and Colin
McPhee were all mixed up with the propaganda missions of the OAice of War Information (OWI); Samuel
Barber served in the US Army Air Force, writing both his Second Symphony and his Capricorn Concerto, "a
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fellow composer. Civilian commissions for new music focused on patriotic and "martial" subjects, most
famously the series of fanfares that Eugene Goossens, the...
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