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Summary: In the 9th century BC, a powerful kingdom arose in northern Sudan (Kush). Conquering Egypt, its
kings ruled the Nile Valley, from the Mediterranean as far as Khartoum, for half a century. This was a period of
dramatic historical events, dominated by the expansion of the Assyrian Empire into Syria and Palestine. The
Nubians supported the kings of Israel against Assyria, but even Egypt itself was invaded. Allied with the
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rule. Despite these constant wars, this was also a period of artistic renaissance, attested by many building works
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