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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .of picric acid, used by the British government, may be placed in a die
into which a punch descends with great force, or it may be placed on an anvil and given a mighty blow with a
sledge hammer, but there will be no explosion. It may be mixed with gunpowder and the gunpowder exploded,
but the lyddite will remain as before. You can use it to light a cigar, cook a meal, or boil water, but when
exploded in the proper way its effects are simply terrible. Sir Andrew Noble confined lyddite in a cast-iron shell
and exploded it in a chamber of steel. Afterwards he found a black mass in the chamber which he at first
thought to be unconsumed carbon, but when he tested it with a magnet he found it was the cast-iron shell
reduced to dust by the shock. A large shell loaded with lyddite was fired at a target 1.500 yd. away. When it
burst, fragments of the shell were thrown nearly half a mile back towards the gun, while scraps of steel were
thrown sideways for nearly a mile. An electric truck, its movements absolutely controlled by wireless electric
waves, has been installed in the yards of the Union Pacific Railroad at Omaha, where its operations startle the
uninitiated. To see a motor truck, attached to several other tracks, heavily loaded, start along the tracks or
suddenly stop without any apparent cause, making its way through the big yards...
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