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dreams of a life on the stage and encountered the realities of her new world: the battles she was forced to fight
asa woman, an immigrant worker, and a Jew with family left behind in Hitler s deadly path. The story begins in
1914: Mary, the girl who will become Lillian Faderman s mother, just seventeen and swept up with vague
ambitions to be a dancer, travels alone to America, where her half-sister in Brooklyn takes her in. She finds a
job in the garment industry and a shop friend who teaches her the thrills of dance halls and the cheap
amusements open to working-class girls. This dazzling life leaves Mary distracted and her half-sister and
brother-in-law scandalized that she has become a good-time gal. They kick her out of their home, an event with
consequences Mary will regret for the rest of her life. Eighteen years later, still barely scraping by as a garment
worker and unmarried at thirty-five, Mary falls madly in love and has a torrid romance with a man who will
never marry her, but...
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