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Ontario, Delivered at Whitby, November, 1899: Government s Policy | have not an easy task before me. Those
whom | follow were such men as the Hon. Edward Blake, Sir Oliver Mowat, and the Hon. A. S. Hardy, men of
talent, of great experience and of high character, and to follow in their footsteps is no easy task. (Applause.)
Allow me first to express my sincere regret on the retirement of my predecessor, the Hon. Mr. Hardy, who for
twenty-six years was a conspicuous figure in the Legislative Assembly of his native Province. Mr. Hardy was pre-
eminently a Canadian, with a strong strain of United Empire Loyalist blood in his veins - a very good strain, as
we all know, by which to make Canadian blood, if possible, more thoroughly British. Mr. Hardy gave the full
vigor of his manhood to the service of his country, and as the administrator at different periods of three
important portfolios, established beyond cavil his capacity as an administrator and as a legislator. For sixteen
years | had the honor of being associated with him in the Government, and | can truthfully say that for
resourcefulness, regard for the public interests, and integrity as an officer of State, he deserves to rank with the
best men ever called to serve her Majesty as one of her executive counsellors. (Applause). The failure of his
health is not a loss to the party simply, but a great public loss, a loss to Ontario, a loss to Canada To hold him in
grateful remembrance as a large-hearted and progressive public servant should be...
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